The Impact of the Law on
Effective Service to Teens

We will begin shortly.



Misson: To engage, educate and empower youth to build lives
and communities free from domestic and dating

violence.

Vision:  Weenvision aworld in which young
people are empowered with the rights,
knowledge and tools to achieve healthy,
nonviolent relationships and homes.




Unite the nation to end teen dating violence by sharing
knowledge, building collaborative relationships and providing
communities with the tools to implement effective youth-
targeted services.

Promote a multi-disciplinary dialogue;

|dentify unique challenges and complexities presented by teen
dating violence;

Develop strategies for effective youth prevention and
Intervention



Contact Teen Center
(202) 842-0707

For more information on our future webinars

teencenter@breakthecycle.org

for technical assistance questions with matters related to teen dating violence

expert@breakthecycle.org




Webinar

Master Classes

Issue Briefs

Legislative Alert

List-Serv

Workbook Series

Programs

Using the latest technology, quarterly webinars will feature national experts who will
provide critical training and encourage dialogue about a wide range of topics related to
teen dating violence.

In-person advanced trainings will be held annually to bring together grantees for in-depth
training designed to improve the skills of professionals who work with youth.

Single-topic issue briefs will provide a written analysis of issues related to teen dating
violence for reference and training in the grantees’ local communities.

Quarterly legislative alerts will update grantees on relevant changes to the law that affect
the provision of services to teens at both the federal and state level.

An active listserv will be maintained to support continuing dialogue among grantees and
provide a place for dissemination of critical information relevant to teen dating violence.

An interactive workbook series will provide tangible and targeted tools to grantees to
effectively respond to youth in their respective fields, including law enforcement,
prosecution, courts, and victim support services.



How to Use NetSpoke

Q&A

— Send a question to the
Speaker to be answered
at the end of the session

Text Chat

— For trouble on the web
please send text chat

Presentation Screen
— Enjoy the content

Live Help

— You can contact
Netspoke directly by
clicking Live Help

For Live Assistance

Type a question to the Speaker

Ask the Host for
technical assistance



Collaborative Partners

Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American
Community
www.dvinstitute.org

National Center for Victims of Crime
WWW.NCVC.0rg

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
www.ncjfcj.org

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape
WWWw.pcar.org




A Webinar

The Impact of the Law on
Effective Service to Teens

Wednesday, October 39, 2007
1:00pm — 2:00pm EST



QOur Speakers

Brandy Davis

Technical Assistance &
Public Policy Manager
Break the Cycle

Washington, DC

April Guillen
Staff Attorney
Break the Cycle
Washington, DC

Rakia McDonald
Training Coordinator
Break the Cycle
Washington, DC







The Foundation

All states have laws and practices that limit
minors’ rights.

— This affects whether teens seek help and how they
iInteract with their community.

Setting the floor:

— At a minimum, communities must address basic legal
Issues to make services youth-friendly.

All professionals who work with youth are
iImpacted by restrictions to minors’ rights



Rights of Parents v. Rights of Minors

Parents have the right to control their children’s
upbringing.

Minors have rights to access critical services independent
of their parents.

— State laws vary about where to strike a balance between these two
Interests.

Our Focus: How laws about minors’ rights affect the
community’s ability to effectively reach and serve youth.

— We will not debate the merits of these laws: rather we will focus on the
effects.




Confidentiality

Right to have your participation, communications and records kept
private.

One of the main reasons youth do not seek or accept help is because
of confidentiality concerns.

5 key components of youth-friendly services (2000 study of Hollywood
health clinics)

— Environment

— Access

— Communication

— Service Delivery

— Confidentiality: The #1 component of whether a clinic was teen-friendly

« Teens reported not accessing care or raising sensitive concerns if they feared the
information would be shared with parents or discovered by peers.



Confidentiality

Focus group transcript from a 2002 study of teens’ help-seeking behavior

Moderator Q: What about outside of school — are there any kinds of services
that people know about?

S1:
S2:
S1:
S3:

S4.
S3:
S2:
S1:

Yeah, family planning, victim support.
Women'’s refuge.
Really only older women go there.

The only thing that might stop me from going to those kinds of places is
that they might notify your parents and sometimes you don’t want them
to know. | wouldn’'t go to my family doctor because immediately he
might contact my mom.

And they do tell too. They say they don't tell anyone but . . .
Doesn’t family planning?

Family planning are quite honest and straight up.
Yeah, they'’re cool.



Building Relationships

Whom do you have a relationship with?
To whom do you owe your professional duties?

Barriers to forming trusted relationships with
MINors:
— Minors’ abllity to contract or sign agreements;

— Services consented to or paid for by parents/guardians;
— Funding requiring adult consumers.



Emancipation

In general, the age of majority is 18 years old.

Emancipated minors gain many, but not all the
rights of adults.

State laws vary on requirements for emancipation.
— Legal marriage,;
— Enlistment in the armed services;

— Court decree.
* Living separate and apart, covering financial needs.



Service Delivery Dilemma

Primary supports for survivors of domestic
violence:
— Confidential shelter;

— Mental health services, including counseling
and support groups;

— Medical care, including sexual health;
— Legal.

Are these supports available to unemancipated minors?



Shelter

Generally parents have the right to custody of their
children.

State laws limit minors’ access to shelter.
— Parental notification and consent, mandated reports.

State licensing requirements differ for
unaccompanied minors.

— Many domestic violence shelters aren’t licensed for this
purpose.

— Minors pushed to RHY shelters that don’t offer
confidentiality.



Minor Consent Services

In most states, generally parents must give
consent for minors’ medical care.

State law makes exceptions for sensitive services.
— STI testing and treatment;
— Access to contraceptives;
— Mental health services;
— Pregnancy-related treatment;

— Substance abuse treatment.
 All states allow minors to consent to STI testing/treatment,



Privacy of Records

Federal laws provide baseline protections.
— Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) gives parents the right to

control education records.
— Health Insurance and Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) gives parents
the right to control the release of medical records with limited exceptions.

Exception: Minor Consent Services
— Follow state laws that either require or permit disclosure of records to parents.

— If state law is silent, health care provider decides whether to release records
using their professional judgment.

Consideration: Minors in the child welfare or juvenile justice systems
— Complex state laws and practices about sharing of information between a
large number of actors.



Mandated Reporting

Federal standard: Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act (CAPTA)

Every state has statutory guidelines requiring
reports of child abuse and neglect.

— Varying definitions of what constitutes abuse, who can be
reported for abuse, and who is required to report.

— Depending on state laws and practices, teen dating
violence situations may result in a mandated report.

In addition to state laws that require reporting of
Injuries due to domestic-violence related assaults.






Access to the Law

Minors’ ability to sue
— Age requirements;
— Parental/Adult assistance;
— Relationship requirements.

Minors’ ability to be sued
— Ability to obtain a protective order against a minor.

Crimes committed by or against minors



Developing Strategies

Professional development/training,
Clear agency policies;

Informed consent;

Access to information;,

Critical partnerships;

Community dialogue.









For technical assistance questions, email us at
expert@breakthecycle.org.

For more information on our future products & events,
email Teen Center at teencenter@breakthecycle.orqg.

Webcasts and materials available at
www.breakthecycle.orq.

This project was supported by Grant No. 2007-TA-AX-K024 awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and
recommendations expressed in this program are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.




