
 

 

 

 

As a 15-year old victim of dating violence, I did not know what I could do to feel 

safe and happy again.  My abuser sexually assaulted me, grabbing me and 

touching me inappropriately. I was too scared to tell my parents because I did not 

want to burden them.  I felt dirty and shameful.  Silence seemed like my only 

option, yet it was not a solution that would give me my life back. 

- Angela, age 17 

 

Dear Representative, 

 

Break the Cycle is a national nonprofit organization whose mission is to engage, educate, and 

empower youth to build lives and communities free from domestic and dating violence.  We face 

young people scarred by domestic and dating violence daily and we know the value of public 

awareness, youth education, community-wide prevention programming.  We are asking you to 

Co-sponsor and support the quick passage of H. Res. 590, the House Resolution supporting 

the goals and ideals of “National Domestic Violence Awareness Month.” 

 

One in three teens reports knowing a friend or peer who has been hit, punched, kicked, slapped, 

or physically hurt by their partner.
i
  In fact, The Department of Justice consistently finds that 

girls and young women between the ages of 16 and 24 experience the highest rate of intimate 

partner violence.
ii
 The Center for Disease Control reports the following percentages of high 

school students who experienced being hit, slapped or physically hurt on purpose by a boyfriend 

or girlfriend:  

 

- 12% in Chicago, Illinois    

- 13% in Dallas, Texas    

- 10% in Boston, Massachusetts 

- 16% in the District of Columbia     

-  9% in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

- 12% in Milwaukee, Wisconsin  

- 15% in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

- 11% in San Diego, California.
iii
 

 

The national focus on the issue of domestic violence provides communities with a critical 

opportunity to come together to raise awareness and educate young people and the people who 

care for them how to prevent this devastating cycle of abuse.  

 

Congressman Poe along with dozens of his colleagues on both sides of the aisle introduced the 

proposed bi-partisan Resolution on July 31, 2007.  Please co-sponsor the H. Res. 590 and work 

to see its passage before Congress adjourns for the year.  Our youth are depending on your 

leadership!  



If you have any questions or would like more information about teen dating violence, please 

contact me at 202-824-0707x105 or juley.fulcher@breakthecycle.org.   

Thank you for your support on this important Resolution! 

 

Sincerely, 

Juley Fulcher 
Public Policy Director 

Break the Cycle 
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